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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ' 

A[ocation of Funds

to St. Joseph as a model for discipleship. St. Joseph hr, -r.,y titles 
--St. Joseph the ' t""" ":,llf llll ll.illll'i,il ;,i;i;

fosterfatherofJesus,theworker,thedreamer-butthetitlethatresonatesmost I L'rrr'r.rr!!:r:r1r-'

with me is St. Joseph the doer. V/henever he heard the call of God and his faith
was challenged to do something that seemed difficult, he responded with a :l'll:i:ffl'
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was a man of faith ready to do the will of God no marter the sacrifice. J \.7 _ t
I see that same commitment to do the will of God in our own o/o 1 1O/O
Diocese. I have been your bishop for more than five years, and commun,..,,on 
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ministerial work: l l'i ii'il'l'll l:1" ' ;iliiIi';#'' "

':' Evangelizali.n 
- 

welcome people back to the church. 
1 ?o/oLJ':' Vibrant Parishes 

- engage parishioners in the communiry life
of the parish and leadership opportunities.

':' communication 
- 

expand communicarion efforts. WAYS TO G IVE
Following the synod, we redirected Bishop's Annual Appeal resources to focus on these

key priorities. In doing so, we improved our communication infrastructure and created

new faith formation opportunities so when the pandemic closed our parishes and

schools, we were able to livestream almost 200 faith engagement activities, including
daily and Sunday Mass; swiftly shift our schools to online learning; continue financial
emergency aid to the needy - many impacted by Covid; and so much more.

As a Church, God has called us to spread the news that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God and Savior no matter the challenges. Please help us continue to do Godt work
by making a gift to the 2021 Bishop's Annual Appeal.

You will find stories about the impact of your gift on the following pages; for more

details or to give online visit: bishopsappealfi.org.

"Euerlt good ttud pc(ict gtfi is -fiont ,1!261ts." 
- Jantes I :l7

Sincerely yours in Christ,

/ C/" L+L.TQ,..-
Most Rev. Christopher J. Coyne
Bishop of Burlington

For Questlons or Assistance Contact:
Bishops Annual Appeal
bishopsappeal@vermontcatholic.org
(802) 658-61 1ax1214

tl
GIVE Online
vermontcatholic.orglgiveonli ne

Donate By Mail
Bishop's Annual Appeal
Roman Catholic Diocese of Burlington
PO. Box 1358

Williston, VT 05495-1 358

stock gifts / planned gifts
Contact:
Ellen Kane

Executive Director of Development
802-658-6l 10 4xt.1226
eka ne@vermontcatholic.org



YOLJR GIFT AT V\/ORK
We f*llowing stories prouide d gliwrys€ {the imysact af yout' gifi to the Bishopi AnnualA2,peal.
Any 8rt, no ril{ttter tlce size, naalees a dffirence.

Vermont Catholic Charities

Vermont Catholic Charities is continuing to serve persons and

families in need even during the Covid-19 pandemic. This past

year, 972 adults and 477 chrldren benefited from emergency

aid 
- 

many impacted by Covid.
People like John and Maggie who have five chiidren under

the age of 16. They both worked, but Maggie had to give

up her job to stay home with the children during Covid-19.

John's hours were cut during this time. They were behind on
rent and worried about continuing to fall behind. They re-

ceived assistance with back rent, help navigating the Covid-re-
lated benefits and a voucher for winter clothes and boots for
the children. Both John and Maggie are back to work, and
they are hopefui that they can stay ahead oftheir bills.

In addition to emergency

t .;- assistance, Vermont Cath-
I :,1".r-1 i,: . I I 

j olicCharities continues toL t i ,:J*'r.f{l.i

Catholic %'J:i::::l:1::?i::::-
;,rl- - --t r.- - - tinuing to meet with clients
Lnaf f tles remoteiy via phone or vicieo-

conference call," Pinard said.

Vermont Catholic Charities' eldercare homes in Burlington,
Rutland and Derby Line remained in full operation.

Vermont Catholic Professionals

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic and social

distancing requirements, Vermont Catholic
Professionals continued to meet quarterly

onl i ne.

Meetings were moved online rather than
cancelled or postponed as a way to contin-
ue to serve Catholic professionals through-
out the state during this time of pandemic.
"lnstead of cancelling events and isolating ourselves, I feei

that Catholic Church is being creative and looking for ways

to adapt, overcome and connect with one another," said

Brittany Czekaj, chair of the committee for Vermont Catholic
Professionals. "My hope is that through these virtual events,

attendees will have the opportunity for professional devel-

opment ... and will also learn more about faith and career

resources available to them during this current pandemic."
Established in 2018, the mission of Vermont Catholic

Professionals (VCP) is to join Catholic men and women and
those with shared values from the business and professional
communities to encourage inteliectuai d.iscussions, to fbster

professional and faith-based relationships and to inspire
service and charity to the community in Vermont. To learn
more please visit: vermontcatholic.org/vcp.
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Deaeon ordinations

Robert Murphy was ordained
to the transitional diaconare

and four men to the permanent
diaconate during the pandemic.

Deacons exercise service to the

Church and to the People of God
through a rhree-fold ministry:
\7ord, Iiturgy and chariry.

As ministers of the word,
deacons serve as evangelizers

and teachers. As ministers of the

liturgy, they assist not only the

priest at the altar but also the

gathered assembly throughout the liturgy.
Deacons may preside at other liturgical functions such as baptisms, weddings,

funerals, Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament, Sunday Celebrations in the Absence

of a Priest and bringing communion to the sick and homebound.
As ministers of chariry the deacon is out in the world - bringing the ministry and

presence of the Church to those who need it.
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Online ministries

For Deacon Phil Lawson and his

staff, Lent is typically the busiest

time of the year wirh presentations,

reffeats and various other formation
opportunities. But when Vermonters
were under a "Stay Home, Stay

Safe" order from the governor, the

executive director of evangelization,

catechesis, divine worship, marriage

and family and respect life for the Diocese of Burlington turned to online formats.
"Like the rest of the world, we had to quickly adjust our plans," Deacon Lawson said.

Typical Lenten events were eanceled or postponed, and he and his staffhave found
online ways to help the faithful on their Lenten journey.

They have been broadcasting a daily rosary, adoration and Masses, hosting a

number of webinars on topics of interest. These include conversations on how parishes

could best respond and walk with their parishioners during the pandemic, to Bible

studies, to webinars and retreats.

St. Joseph the Provider
Feed the Hungry lnitiative

In this Year of St. Joseph, Burlington Bishop

Christopher Coyne has announced a new

coordinated effort to increase the Catholic
Churcht capacity to feed the hungry in
Vermont in response to increasing need.

Catholic cemeteries

Peter Beauregard, director of facilides

and Catholic cemeteries for the Diocese

of Burlington, has direct responsibiiiry

for the diocesan cemetery Resurrection
Park in South Burlington, but he also

offers support to 74 parish cemeteries

throughout Vermont.
"Support of the parish cemeteries

includes the sharing ofbest practices in
the areas of services offered, account-
ing and property maintenance," he

explained, adding that cemeteries are

eligible for the annual SaferyFirst grant
program that can be used to repair,

implement or improve safery concerns.

Communications Awards

The Communications Office of the Di-
ocese of Burlington received ten awards

from the Catholic Press Association of
the United States and Canada during
last year's online awards ceremony, in-
cluding a prestigious second place in the

Best Diocesan Magazine categoty.

It was the third year in a row Wrmont
Catholic magazine has been recognized

as one of the best diocesan magazines in

the United States and Canada.
"Wrmont Catholic is blessed with a

dream team that is motivated by mission

and consistendy produces excellent work.
Not only has this team produced another

award-winning magazine filled with
inspirational stories and articles about
the power and importance of faith,.but
during the pandemic they have been

working overdme to keep Vermont Cath-
olics connected through live-streamed

and online Masses, adoration, rosary and

faith-engagement opportunities. I could
not be prouder of this team." Ellen Kane,

Director of Communications

Sr. Joseph
In the Diocese of Burlington, there are 68 parishes,

most of which have formed a partnership with their local

food shelfor operate their own pant{F. "From operating
their own food shell to partnering with local food shelves to hosting regular food

drives, our Catholic community is already actively engaged in feeding the hungry,"
he said. "I began this initiative to increase our efforts across our Diocese to meet the

growing need for food in the community."
The St. Joseph the Provider Feed the Hungry Initiative is largely a communication

effort to connect the Catholic community with organizations that feed the hungry
and increase capacity.

"AIl our parishes are involved in multiple social ministries to help the most
vulnerable among us. This initiative will harness the goodwill of the Catholic
communiry to increase our capacity to ensure no one goes hungry by partnering
with existing organizations and meeting the need," Bishop Coyne said.

Rite of Christian lnitiation of Adults

People w.ho desire to learn more about the Catholic faith and its mission fall into rwo
main groups: catechumens and candidates. A catechumen is someone who has never

been baptized while candidates are those who have been baptized in another Christian
denomination who desire to become fully initiated members of the Catholic Church.
Catechumens and candidates undergo a period of formation involving a number of
steps and phases. Then, after this formation 

- 
usually at the Easter Mgil or in the

Easter Season 
- 

they receive the Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmadon and

Eucharist. In2020, the Diocese of Burlington had23 catechumens and36 candidates.
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2021 YearofSt.Joseph

Marking the 150th anniversary of St. Joseph being declared

paron of the universal Church, Pope Francis proclaimed a

yearlong celebration dedicated to the foster father ofJesus.

In a Dec. 8 apostolic letter, "Patris Corde" ("'\X/'ith a father's

heart"), the pope said Christians can discover in St. Joseph,
who often goes unnoticed, "an intercessor, a support and a

guide in times of trouble."
The Diocese of Burlington is joining the celebration; Bishop

Christopher Coyne has proclaimed this the Year of St. Joseph
in the Diocese. Parishes are conducting St. Joseph the Provider
Feed the Hungry Initiative food drives, Vermont Catholic
magazine is focusing all four 2021 issues on the saint, and

parishes and schools are undertaking special programs to foster

devotion to the foster father ofJesus.

Book club

A love of books compelled Marci Hayes of Our Lady of Good
Help Church in Brandon and her 13- yearold daughter to join
an online book club sponsored by the Diocese of Burlington.

'A story has a unique ability to span time and connect the

reader to the author as well as with all of those who have ever

read the story. I found this to be true during the book club," she

said of the weekly online gatherings to discuss "The Screwtape

Letters" by C.S.Lewis.

The book club was born during the Covid-l9 pandemic when
Michael Hagan, manager of religious education and catechesis

for the Diocese, sought a fun way to form a community, learn

about the Catholic faith and share faith journeys.
"Through reading a75-year-old tale, I joined others in

conversation, prayer and fellowship. I most enjoyed witnessing
how a story can bring a community and families together,"

Hayes said.

Other book clubs have formed, with participants from
throughout the country.

New Diocesan Formation programs

Four formation progams - including rrno that are new

offerings - are set to begin in the late summer to ensure

the spiritual and pastoral needs of Catholics throughout the

Diocese of Burlington are being addressed: new classes for
the Diocesan Lay Formation and Deacon Formation
programs and new offerings of a Diocesan Leader of
Prayer and a Pastoral Associate for Parish Life taining
Program.

Burlington Bishop Christopher Coyne "wants to ensure

the spiritual and pastoral needs of Catholics throughout the

Diocese are being attended too, which is what these programs

are designed to inspire and equip men and women to do,"
explained Deacon Phil Lawson, Executive Director of Pastoral

Ministries for the Diocese of Burlington.
Each of the programs is set to begin in August/September.

The programs are part of a larger vision to inspire and equip
men and women for greater service in the Church, under the

umbrella of the Diocesan Institute for Missionary Discipleship.
"Having already seen the faith, growth, joy and zeal manifested

in the current students; I am eager to see this grow," Deacon

Lawson said. "Ultimately, we will have more and more men
and women, filled with the joy of the Gospel and eager ro share

that passion and their gifts with their parishes as we seek to
build vibrant Catholic communities."

Parents' vi rtua !'caf6'

Parents looking to pray with other parents and share about
their lives and faith have had an opportuniry to participate in
an online conversation called the Parent Cafe presented by the

Diocese of Burlington.
The virtual discussions about life and faith included a brief

prayer and presentation, setting the stage for open conversation

on each weekt topic.
Each session had about five minutes for prayer, 10 minutes

for the presentation and,20 minutes for discussion.
"The purpose is to provide a safe and low-pressure environment

for parents to pray together and have conversations about their
Iives and their faith," said Michael Hagan, manager of religious

education and catechesis for the Diocese of Burlington.


